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Big Idea

Rome Becomes an Empire

Essential Question

How did Rome become an Empire?
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Words To Know

Reform – To make changes or improvements.

Let’s Set The Stage…

After gaining control of the Italian peninsula, Rome began to build 
an empire around the Mediterranean Sea. This expansion created 
conflicts in Roman society that weakened and finally crushed the 
republic. Out of the rubble, rose the Roman empire and a new chapter 
in Rome’s long history. Rome’s conquest of the Italian peninsula 
brought it into contact with Carthage, a city-state on the northern 
coast of Africa. As Rome expanded westward, conflict between these 
two powers became couldn’t be stopped. 
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The Roman Empire

Europe

East Asia

Africa

First Punic War
In 264 B.C., Rome and Carthage fought in what would become 
three wars called the Punic Wars. 
In the First Punic War, Rome defeated Carthage and won the 
islands of Sicily, Corsica and Sardinia.
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First Punic War

Second Punic War

The Carthaginians sought revenge in the second Punic War. 
In 218 B.C., the Carthaginian general Hannibal led his army, 
including dozens of war elephants, on an epic march.
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Hannibal crossed 
the Pyrenees, 
through France, 
and over the 
Alps in Italy.
The trek cost 
Hannibal one 
third of his 
army.
But with it he 
surprised the 
Romans, who 
had expected an 
invasion from 
the south. 

Hannibal Defeated
For 15 years, Hannibal and his army moved across Italy, 
winning battle after battle. 
The Carthaginians failed to capture Rome itself.
In the end the Romans outflanked Hannibal by sending an 
army to attack Carthage. 
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Hannibal returned to defend his homeland, where the Romans 
defeated him at last. 
Carthage gave up all its lands outside of Africa.
Nevertheless, many Romans still saw Carthage as a rival and 
wanted revenge for the terrible destruction that Hannibal’s army 
had brought to Italy. 

Second Punic War
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In the Third Punic War, Rome completely destroyed Carthage. 
Survivors were killed or sold into slavery. 
The Romans poured salt over the earth so that nothing would 
grow there again. 
The Romans were now masters of the western Mediterranean.

Third Punic War

The Romans were committed to establishing control over foreign 
lands and people. 
Rome expanded into the eastern Mediterranean confronting the 
Hellenistic rulers who had divided up Alexander the Great’s 
empire. 

Ruling the Mediterranean
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Western
Mediterranean

Eastern
Mediterranean

By 133 B.C., Roman power extended from Spain to Egypt. 
Truly the Romans were justified in calling the Mediterranean 
Mare Nostrum – “our sea.”

Ruling the Mediterranean
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Control of the busy trade routes on the Mediterranean brought 
incredible riches into Rome. 
A new class of wealthy Romans emerged. 
They built lavish mansions and huge farming estates. 

Impact at Home
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By 476 A.D. Rome faced frequent attacks and their armies were 
not trained to fight as well as they had been in the past.
The Roman government also became more oppressive (unfair) and 
authoritarian (strict).

The Fall of Rome

Heavy taxes were required to support the empire. This led to a 
decline in the economy.
Diseases also swept through the empire which decreased the 
population of Rome.
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Military
Invasions

Weakened Roman army

Economic
Heavy Taxes

Population decline

Political
Oppressive (cruel) government

Corrupt (dishonest officials)
Divided Empire

Social
Loss of traditional values 

(patriotism)

What caused the decline of Rome?

Essential Question Answered

How did Rome become an Empire?

Rome fought Carthage in three Punic Wars for 
control of the valuable Mediterranean trading 
routes.

After destroying Carthage to the west and  
expanding east to Egypt, Rome had full control 
of the Mediterranean Sea. 
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How did Rome become an Empire?

With control of the Mediterranean, Rome 
became a very wealthy and powerful empire.

Eventually, unrest among the unemployed and 
civil war led to the decline of the Roman 
Empire.

Essential Question Answered


